NASHOBA LEARNING GROUP

PROVIDING HELP FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH AUTISM, AND HOPE FOR THEIR FAMILIES.

NEWSLETTER
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Letter From The President:

First and foremost, all of us at NLG hope that you and your family are safe and coping
through these unprecedented times. This has been a Spring and Summer like no other at & \_#
NLG for our students, adults and their families! It is an understatement to say that it has
been a challenge for many of those we serve, and their families, to lose their structure,
routines and in-person learning time. Everyone at NLG has been working hard to serve
our students and adults remotely for the past 4 months. Our NLG families have worked
hard to support each child’s remote learning. |1 am proud of the ingenuity and dedication
of all of our staff in this effort. We have created a great deal of great content that we are |
sharing through our website. We were even highlighted in a Channel 7 news piece for our |
efforts. But, there is no real substitute for our in-person services.
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For several months, with evolving guidance from state agencies, we actively planned for a safe reopening and
resumption of services. Many thanks to our Crisis Management Team, led by Maureen Vibert, Shelli Silverberg RN,
Steve Vibert, Lori Steers, Lauren DePetris, and Lauren Savioli, for their incredible hard work that has culminated in a
partial reopening! We have had to invest heavily, over $250,000, to rethink our layout and procure the equipment and
supplies needed to keep staff and the individuals we serve safe. We have invested in medical grade PPE for staff,
since their one on one work with students and adults requires close proximity to be effective. We have changed our
. layout into 4 self-contained pods per building to minimize points of contact, and we have
m | spread out to ensure that we can maintain 6 feet of distance between each staff and

m‘f‘ﬁ_ | ®= . student pair. Creating the pods has required reassignment and retraining of many of our

y teaching staff so that no one is moving between pods. We are requiring daily attestations
regarding symptoms and exposure for each student/adult and staff member, and we are
monitoring for multiple symptoms each day. We have protocols for when symptoms or
COVID-19 are present, so that the impact will be minimized. To say that this is a lot of effort
is an understatement, but we are committed to the health and safety of those we serve and

i | write this on July 17th after our first week back in our transformed buildings! It is
~== wonderful to be back! Our staff and students are adjusting well to the many changes and
are delighted to be back together! Per the guidance we received, we can only have 25% of our students and adults in
the building for half the day. We are running 2 sessions per day so that we can serve 50% of individuals directly. We
focused on first bringing back the individuals who were struggling the most, but all of our students and adults need live
services. We are continuing to serve the other half of our population remotely, and we are

hoping to welcome them to our buildings over the summer, based on receiving approval.

We appreciate everyone’s support during this time. We know that many in the community
are struggling and that there are many needs, so we are more grateful than ever for the
support we receive, both directly and by efforts to reach out on our behalf! Even as
fundraising has become more difficult, the extra expenditures related to the pandemic, on B
top of the gap between funding and the costs of providing services, have made it more
crucial than ever. On behalf of those we serve, thank you for all you do, we can’t do it
without you!

Liz Martineau
President
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NLG’s 19th Bike-Thon

You can still participate in NLG’s Bike-a-thon virtually! Until August 19th, bike, jog, row, skate, 25 miles
and you can be part of NLG’s bike-a-thon. There are no fees or registration costs associated with signing
up, but we do ask all registered participants to make a donation of any amount and to raise funds from
family and friends. The live ride took place on July 19th and was a great success! Riders enjoyed the 25
or 50 mile ride. All bikers followed social distancing and safety rules. We are grateful for their fundraising
efforts. For registration details or more information on completmg your 25 mlles contact Emlly Wheet

emily.wheet@
nashobalearninggroup.org &

Annual Fund Update

Thank you to all the families and friends who have contributed to NLG’s Annual Fund. 79% of School
Program parents participated by our year end, June 30th! 105 school families donated, raising a total
of $35,000 for the school. The Adult Program had 91% of families participate! These families
contributed over $100,000. We are so happy to
have such a supportive group of parents. We
also raised $70,000 from friends of NLG for a
total fund of $213,000! With the added costs
of reopening, we are so grateful for this
support! Thanks to all who donated and to our
committee chaired by Una Basak, Stacey
Lannan and Carol Rakers at the School
Program, and Cynthia Reed at the Adult
Program. Your donations are critical to ensuring
that we provide high quality services.

Celebrate Student and Adult U COmI
Achievements! p ng Events
Give them Wings Auction
October 17, 2020
Save the date for our first Virtual
Auction! Will include silent and
live auction, Fund A Need, Games

and More.

Many students have learned to wear a
mask for safety.

Students/members 14 and older
enjoyed a virtual Spring Fling.

Staff had a drive by birthday party for Keep a look out in A
one of our students. your inbox for more BID?

details coming soon.
Students learned how to learn =
remotely.
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Boston Marathon Update

NLG had 3 staff members and 1 parent who were training and fundraising for the April 20th Boston
Marathon. Unfortunately, the 2020 Boston Marathon has been changed to a virtual event in
September. The news changes our runners training schedule, fundraising events and more.

However, they are all committed to NLG and to completing the virtual run. We will cheer them on,
virtually, during their 26.2 solo run! Check out their GoFundMe page under Nashoba Learning Group
2020 Boston Marathon.

5K Run For Autism Spring Fling

Students 14 and older, and adult members, had a
wonderful time during our virtual Spring Fling!
Everyone had a blast dancing, requesting songs
and doing the cha cha slide.

NLG completed its first ever virtual 5K from April
18th-21th. Over 300 registered participants ran
or walked the 3.2 miles and sent their times to
NLG. Each participant received a tshirt. Teams
included: Team Makx, Ella’s Shining Stars, The
Fab Five, Josh D for NLG, JK Joggers, Will Run
For Coffee, Claire’s Crew, Justin’s Lucky Charms,
The Brown Running Club
and more. The event
raised over $20,000!

Score for Autism

Join the social media movement and support NLG
and The Lurie Center for Autism.

Film yourself making a basket, goal, putt, cornhole
toss, etc. Challenge 2 people to

post their scoring video and make

a donation. SCORE
#ScoreForAustism for more

details or visit:

because.massgeneral.org/ AU T I s M

scoreforautism
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS!

Concord Carlisle Community Chest
Glenn and Mary Jane Creamer
Bob and Karen Forlenza
Martin and Tristin Mannion
Thomas and Barbara Moloney
The Pemberton Family Foundation
Stratford Foundation
James Robo and Meredith Trim
Van Otterloo Family Foundation
Mark and Mraral Ayanian
Murat and Jaleh Azizoglu
Brad and Barbara Baker
Arnab Gupta and Srabani Banerjee
Michael and Lee Bell
Robert and Marilee Brew
James and Peggy Burling
Robert and Debra Campbell
Humphrey Chin
Burlington Area Chamber of Commerce
Andrew Zimmerman and Susan Connors
Samuel Lipman and Catherine Cornell
Edith C Crocker Charitable Trust
Peter and Kathy Cullen
Mark and Susan Dalton

Gerard Vaio and Stephanie Davidoff
Vicente and Rena DelGaudio
Francois and Rosamond Delori
Scott and Kateri DePetris
Wei and Patricia Ding
Frederick and Sylvia Fogel

Peter and Ellen Forlenza
Alan and Jeanine Freimont
Michael Gefers and Pamela Goldstein
David and Wendy Greenhalgh
Peter and Mary Hanson
John and Lynn Herbert
John and Joanna Jacobson
Nathaniel Logus and Kay Jones
Kate Kane-Leach
Barbara Lakis
Michael and Nancy Le
Cesar Brea and Nan Leonard
Diane Margolin
John McClellan and Liz Martineau
Marie Martineau
Stephen and Susan Matloff
Matthew McDonough Scholarship Fund
Daniel Sullivan and Anne Melvin
David and Andrea Meyers
Mamoon Yunus and Zehra Mooraj
Paul and Betsey O'Reilly
David and Theresa Oriol
Stephen and Judy Pagliuca
Nicole Peppe
The Putnam Foundation
David and Karen Riggert
Carmen Scarpa
Tina Sylvester
Chris Pyne and Holly Swan
Peg Thompson
Andrew and Marta Wolf
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NLG staff worked hard to safely reopen on
July 14th. We have had to invest heavily to
rethink our layout and procure the
equipment and supplies needed to keep
staff and the individuals we serve safe.



